On December 21 the workers revolted at Cherem-
khovo, the point of intersection of the railway and the coal
basin On the 24th the soldiers and railwaymen at Irkutsk
rose in their turn The small shopkecping class sought to
turn the situation to account They had formed a Political
Centre, which repudiated Kolchak and dreamed about
independence

On January 14 the Supreme Regent's tram reached
Irkutsk There General Janm and the Czech command,
foreseeing the tunnels of the Transbaikahan line being
blown up by irregulars, handed over Admiral Kolchak,
with his gold and his flags, to representatives of the
Political Centre, in return for authority to continue their
flight eastwards It was the beginning of 1920
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